
546

Apr. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

the scientists have told us or what has been
done to market tobacco to children in ways that
compromise their future. To me, no company’s
bottom line is important compared to America’s
bottom line. America’s bottom line should be
your life, your future, your health. And for me,
that’s what it is.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Carroll
County High School students Jacqueline Jones,
who introduced the President, Marissa Vaught,

and Josh Coombs, and principal Randy Marcum;
Gov. Paul E. Patton, Lt. Gov. Stephen L. Henry,
and State Auditor Edward B. Hatchett, Jr. of Ken-
tucky; Senator Larry Saunders, president, and
Senator Walter Blevins, Jr., president pro tem-
pore, Kentucky Senate; Representative Jody Rich-
ards, speaker, Kentucky House of Representa-
tives; Mayor Bill Welty of Carrollton; Gene
McMurry, Carroll County judge; Robert Biggin,
Jr., superintendent, Carroll County public schools;
Mayor Patricia Owens of Grand Forks, ND; and
Bill Sprague, president, Kentucky Farm Bureau.

Remarks to the NCAA Football Champion Michigan Wolverines and
Nebraska Cornhuskers
April 9, 1998

The President. Welcome. We’ve had a lot of
heavyweights in this room in the past but noth-
ing to compare with this today. [Laughter]

Coach Osborne, Coach Carr, President
Bollinger, Chancellor Moeser, Congressman
Levin, Congressman Dingell, Congressman
Upton. And I can’t help noting today the pres-
ence of my National Economic Adviser, Gene
Sperling, an alumnus of the University of Michi-
gan. The only time he ever stops work is when
Michigan plays football. [Laughter]

I am honored to have all of you here to
celebrate the remarkable seasons of two great
football teams from two great universities. For
the entire season, everybody in America, espe-
cially in the last month or so, wanted Michigan
and Nebraska to meet. I’m the only person who
could pull it off. [Laughter] Since the sun is
out, we ought to just go outside and settle the
whole thing. [Laughter] We’ll call it the Rose
Garden Bowl. [Laughter]

In alphabetical order, we’ll start with Michi-
gan. All of America was awed by your perform-
ance in one of the most exciting Rose Bowls
in history. A team that never lost its poise and
never lost a game. Charles Woodson was terrific
all season long, and deserved to be the first
primarily defensive player to win the Heisman
Trophy. The outstanding defense was com-
plemented by a fierce offense, quarterbacked
by Rose Bowl MVP Brian Griese.

I’d also like to say a word about Coach Carr.
The man who brought Michigan its first cham-
pionship in 50 years, he has quickly established
himself as one of the best coaches in college
football. Congratulations on taking the Wolver-
ines to the championship in only your third sea-
son.

Now I’d like to introduce you, Coach, to say
a few words.

Coach Carr.

[At this point, University of Michigan Coach
Lloyd Carr thanked the President and made
brief remarks. Wolverine cocaptains Jon Jansen
and Eric Mayes then presented gifts to the Presi-
dent.]

The President. Thank you. As long as I can
be on injured reserve for the next game.
[Laughter] Thank you.

And now, a team that lived up to all the
great traditions of Nebraska football. The
Cornhuskers’ overwhelming victory in the Or-
ange Bowl was a fantastic finish to an
undefeated season. The offense put 42 points
on the board, led by tailback Ahman Green’s
206 rushing yards, quarterback Scott Frost’s
three rushing touchdowns.

The 206 yards registered with me because
I was in the stands in the Orange Bowl in 1978
when Roland Sales of Arkansas rushed for 205
yards. [Laughter]
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The Nebraska defense also did a magnificent
job in stifling the Peyton Manning-led offense
of Tennessee that had been so strong all year.

For Coach Tom Osborne, the Orange Bowl
victory marked a spectacular close to a spectac-
ular 25-year career that included three national
championships and 255 wins. Tom Osborne is
truly one of the great legends of college football.
His name now will inevitably be ranked in his-
tory along with Knute Rockne, Bear Bryant, and
Pop Warner.

Congratulations, Coach, and thank you for not
only all the wins but for the way you did it
and the example you set.

Coach Osborne.

[At this point University of Nebraska coach, Tom
Osborne, thanked the President and made brief
remarks. The new Cornhusker coach, Frank

Solege, and team captains Grant Wistrom, Jason
Peter, and Aaron Taylor then presented gifts
to the President.]

The President. It’s beautiful. Thank you.
Now, what are we supposed to do? Usually,

I’m supposed to—we’re going to go out here
and do the receiving line and the pictures, right?

Thanks again for coming. Congratulations to
both of you on a magnificent year. And thanks
for all the thrills you gave the rest of us who
sit in the stands and watch on television. Thank
you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Lee C. Bollinger, Univer-
sity of Michigan, and Chancellor James C.
Moeser, University of Nebraska.

Statement on the Resignation of John R. Garamendi as Deputy Secretary
of the Interior
April 9, 1998

It is with regret that I accept the resignation
of John Garamendi as Deputy Secretary of the
Interior.

For almost 3 years, John has been a very
important member of my administration and has
successfully handled some of the toughest and
most complicated issues in one of the largest

and most important agencies in the Federal
Government. From California water issues to
the protection of Headwaters redwoods, John’s
ability to find common ground and creative solu-
tions has been a great asset.

I wish him the best for the future.

Message on the Observance of Easter, 1998
April 9, 1998

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Easter.

Just as nature renews the earth each spring,
so does the celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ enliven our spirits. During this holy
season, Christians across America and through-
out the world rejoice at the good news of salva-
tion and the re-creation of God’s perfect world.

On this day of hope and joy, we are also
in the midst of one of the most challenging
and exciting periods in our nation’s history.
From the life of Jesus, we can draw strength

for the vital tasks that lie before us: to unite
our nation of diverse races, cultures, and back-
grounds; to widen the circle of opportunity for
all our people; and to build lasting bridges of
understanding and respect among the nations
of the world.

As Americans gather at sunrise services and
in churches across the country, Hillary joins me
in extending best wishes for a blessed Easter.

BILL CLINTON
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